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Foundations
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Loving Every Jew

These parshiyos are normally read during the time of sefirah where we mourn the student of Rebbe Akiva who did not show
sufficient kavod to one another (see Yevamos 62b). It is also the parsha in which contains the commandment to love a Jew
like you love yourself, which is the focus of this week’s sheet.

1. Loving Jews in Halacha

a. Vayikra 19:18 states 71m> w17 nanxl. The Gemorah in Bava Metziah, however, cites R. Akiva that when two
people are in a desert and there is only enough water for one person you can take it because your life comes
before your friend’s life. Commentaries struggle to reconcile these two statements.

i. Ramban Vayikra 19:18 deals with this difficulty and coneceds that it is simply impossible to love
others as you would love yourself, but rather it is a commandment that you desire that your friend has
the same success and enjoyment in life as you would wish for yourself. See also Ha’amek Davar ibid.

ii. Maharsha Shabbos 31a states that you only need to avoid inflicting pain on your friend, but the
mitzvah of V1% NankI doesn’t require you actively bestow good.
iii. Tosafos Sanhedrin 45a (NN n"T) seems to apply NnanxI only once a person dies.

b. The position of the Rambam, unsurprisingly, has received much attention. He counts the mitzvah in Sefer
HaMitzvos #206, as well as Hilchos De’os 6:3. Interestingly, in Hilchos Aveilus 14:1 he cites the mitzvah as
well as the requirement for visiting the sick, comforting the mourning, and other acts of chessed. His
formulation in Hilchos Aveilus seems to indicate that although the obligation for any concrete action is only
rabbinic their fulfillment may be biblical (See R. Soloveitchik’s Shiurim L'Zecher Avi Mori p. 71 for more).

2. Loving n'ywn

a. See Tosafos Pesachim 113b (nxw n"T) which explains that even though we are not commanded to love
people who are unrighteous, we still need to be careful not to be hateful because that will escalate the
relationship to hate which is not sanctioned by the Torah.

b. Talmud Brachos 10a cites the famous story of Beruriah who explains to R. Meir that you should not pray for
sinners to be annihilated, rather you should pray for them to return to Hashem. There is much written about
the mechanics of these form of prayers, but this story seems to validate the saying, “hate the sin, not the
sinner” (or it’s urban counterpart, “don’t hate the playa, hate the game.”).

3. The most important mitzvah

a. See Talmud Shabbos 31a for the famous story of Hillel telling the convert that the entire Torah can be said on
one foot, “that which you dislike, do not do to your friend.” See also Medrash Bereishis Rabbah 24:7 where R.
Akiva says this mitzvah is a nnina 71ma 793.

5 Parsha Highlights for Further Discussion

e TO:TY NNDN WN: In the time of bayit sheni, when people no longer had nevua, the experience of Yom Kippur was the
closest they came to feeling the deep connection with Hashem that nevua brought, and thus it became a national holiday
of yearning.

e DTN I2IN"T XN NIY'WN 'N: No person could be in the Ohel Moed when the kohen gadol was doing the avoda - not even
the Kohen Gadol himself. Meaning, that essential to the avoda of Yom Kippur is nullification of oneself in understanding
that kapara comes from Hashem as a gift.

e NUTU I1NIDD: As soon as the kohen gadol brings the chatas, he brings the ketores into the Kodesh Kodashim. This teaches
that Hashem becomes accessible to whomever prepares themselves to meet Him.

e T-N:U' "M 12'27: Many mitzvos end with DIPI9NR ‘N "IN The idea behind this is that our actions profess our understanding
of Hashem and that a purely intellectual Judaism is severely lacking.

e -U:0' W'D 1"WN: The mitzvah of Peah is explained using alternating singular and plural words to indicate that even that
which belongs to the individual in Eretz Yisrael also belongs to the Klal.
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